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Shawn Bordeaux (Rosebud Sioux) is currently the business and community development 
officer at Sinte Gleska University (SGU). Bordeaux is also the chairman of REDCO, his nation’s 
economic development company, and serves on the tribal utilities commission. From 2007 to 
2009, he served on the tribal council. Prior to his time at SGU, Bordeaux was the chief operating 
officer for Ho-Chunk, Inc., a tribally owned enterprise of the Winnebago Nation that has 
business ventures in several sectors. Bordeaux holds a BS in business administration and 
master’s in community and regional planning, both from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
 
Lorraine Davis (Sisseton Wahpeton Dakota Oyate) works for the Indian Health Service as the 
financial management specialist based in Fort Yates, ND. In this role, she oversees financial 
management and budgeting services and serves as a member of the governing body of the 
hospital. Prior to joining the IHS, Davis worked at United Tribes Technical College (Bismarck, 
ND) as the housing director, helping ensure suitable living was available to UTTC students. 
Davis also volunteers much of her time as an advisory board member for several organizations 
based in North Dakota. She holds an MBA from the University of Mary (Bismarck). 
 
Wayne Ducheneaux II (Cheyenne River Sioux) is the administrative officer for his nation, 
overseeing tribal government employees across multiple departments. A former rancher on his 
homeland, Ducheneaux has also managed the Cheyenne River Motel.  He currently serves on 
the Four Bands Community Fund Board of Directors to support small business development at 
his nation. Ducheneaux is working on a degree in political science and history from the 
University of Minnesota at Morris. 
 
Wayne Dupuis (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa) serves as the environmental 
program manager for his nation, managing his nation’s tribal resources and advancing 
renewable energy projects. His previous experience includes seven years as the human 
resource director for the tribal government. He is also dedicated to the education of the nation’s 
children, serving on the tribal school board for the past 12 years. He is currently chairman of the 
school board.  Dupuis received a BSW from the University of Minnesota Duluth and a MA in 
management from the College of St. Scholastica (Duluth).   
 
Ryan Eagle (Three Affiliated Tribes) is the executive director of the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Three Affiliated Tribes. He is responsible for managing the operations and staff of the six Boys 
& Girls Clubs located across the Fort Berthold reservation. Recognizing his devotion to the 
youth of the Three Affiliated Tribes, Eagle received the 2011 Fort Berthold Co-Educator of the 
Year award. Eagle graduated from Fort Berthold Community College with an AB in 
environmental science and the University of North Dakota with a BA in political science.  
 
Joseph Eltobgi (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa) is the executive director of Pathways to 
Prosperity project at Turtle Mountain, a 10-year poverty reduction effort initiated by the 
Northwest Area Foundation. The project focuses on economic development, infrastructure and 
community engagement. Eltobgi received his MBA from the University of Mary (Bismarck). In 
his spare time, he enjoys golf and spending time with his family. 
 



Benay Fairbanks (Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe) is a grant writer and researcher for his nation, 
overseeing demographic and statistical information to assist with grant projects and community 
planning. He has also worked for his nation in managing its transportation programs. Fairbanks 
enjoys riding his motorcycle in his free time.  
 
Julie Garreau (Cheyenne River Sioux) has worked with the nonprofit Cheyenne River Youth 
Project (CRYP) since the organization started in 1988. She served as its first director as a 
volunteer, transitioning to the full-time executive director position in 2000. CRYP is dedicated to 
providing the youth of the Cheyenne River reservation with access to a vibrant and secure 
future through a wide variety of culturally sensitive and enduring programs.  A criminal justice 
graduate of Huron University, Garreau served as the Cheyenne River Nation’s education 
services specialist for 15 years. She is a recipient of the South Dakota Volunteer of the Year 
Award, the Presidential Points of Light Award, the North American Indian Women's Association 
Fellowship “Among All Peoples” Award, the Garden Supply Company’s First Place “Garden 
Crusader” Award and the Spirit of Dakota Award. 
 
Jason Hollinday (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa) is the director of planning for 
his tribe, overseeing a department that is responsible for coordinating grants, infrastructure 
planning and community development. Hollinday enjoys hunting and fishing. He graduated from 
the University of Minnesota Duluth with a BA in urban studies and geography. 
 
Esther Humphrey (Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe) is the program coordinator for Leech Lake 
YouthBuild, a program that works with approximately 30 youth to help them realize their full 
potential. She also worked for three years as the mental health case manager, working with 
patients one-on-one to assist them in living independently. Humphrey received an AA from Fond 
du Lac Tribal and Community College and a BSW from the College of St. Scholastica (Duluth). 
 
Chase Iron Eyes (Standing Rock Sioux) has practiced law at his own firm, Iron Eyes Law 
Office, PLLC, for the past two years. Prior to starting the firm, he worked for his nation as a legal 
specialist. In 2008, he helped organized the first culture camp at Standing Rock to reconnect 
youth to their indigenous culture. He also started a website that features original writing, stories 
and other multimedia. Iron Eyes received a BA from the University of North Dakota and a JD 
from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law, where he was president of the Native 
American Law Student Association. He is a dedicated athlete, recently completing an Olympic 
distance triathlon. 
 
Belinda F. Joe (Crow Creek Dakota Hunkpati) is the culture and education specialist for the 
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation. She supervises artisans and summer students at the 
Foundation’s Culture and Education Center. Joe holds master’s degrees in education from 
Montana State University and Northern State University (Aberdeen). She strives to give 
community members and youth a voice through the Dakota language and traditional song and 
dance.   
 
Ryman LeBeau (Cheyenne River Sioux) is currently a council representative for his nation. 
Elected in 2008, he is working to develop a nonprofit entity that would serve the nation. Prior to 
serving on the tribal council, he worked as a biologist for the Native American Fish and Wildlife 
Society, a nonprofit organization that aims to strengthen self-determined tribal fish and wildlife 
management. LeBeau holds a BS in environmental science from Haskell Indian Nations 
University. He enjoys the outdoors and playing sports, particularly basketball. 
 



Richard Little Hawk (Oglala Sioux) works for the Wakpamni District Task Force as a 
community development specialist. He served six years on tribal council, spent several years as 
a tribal prosecutor and currently serves on several boards and committees. Little Hawk received 
a legal technician certificate from the Antioch School of Law (Washington, D.C.). He is an avid 
reader. 
 
Donita Loudner (Crow Creek Sioux) is the director of the Circle of Care and Tribal Youth 
Suicide Prevention programs for her nation, where she oversees a mental health team. Since 
2002, Loudner has served on the Buffalo County Commission. She is a graduate of Sinte 
Gleska University and the University of South Dakota. In her spare time, Loudner sews quilts 
and clothing. 
 
Josett Monette (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa) is an educator in her hometown 
community of Belcourt, North Dakota. She currently works for Turtle Mountain Community 
Schools as the English language learner/limited English proficient coordinator. Before this 
assignment, she worked as a social studies teacher at Turtle Mountain Community Middle 
School. Monette completed her undergraduate and master’s degrees at the University of North 
Dakota. She loves dancing and music.  
 
Leah Monroe (Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe) is the director of the Indian education program at 
Northland Community School, serving as a resource for students and their parents. She holds a 
BS in business administration from Bemidji State University, a degree she puts to use as the 
owner and operator of her own retail business. She also enjoys dancing at powwows and 
making powwow regalia for family, friends and community members.  
 
Robert Shepherd (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate) is currently the chairman of his nation, taking 
office in January 2011. Prior to his election as chairman, he worked for the tribal planning and 
economic development office. From 1996 to 2004, he served in the United States Navy. 
Shepherd holds a BS from the University of North Dakota and an MBA from the University of 
Mary (Bismarck). 
 
Kristy Zaste (Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa) is the program coordinator/recruiter for the 
University of North Dakota American Indian Student Services Office. In this role, she provides 
culturally appropriate assistance to American Indian students on campus. She also recruits 
prospective American Indians to the University. Prior to accepting this position, Zaste worked as 
the education director for the Boys & Girls Club of the Three Affiliated Tribes. She holds an AAS 
from Turtle Mountain Community College and a BA from the University of North Dakota. She is 
passionate about promoting education throughout Indian Country, spending time with her family 
and cooking. 
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